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I -T The MAIUNG DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 

Period for Rieply 

■ A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
1 WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions' of. time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
j' after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

, ' - If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to r^ply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
, Any reply r^eived by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

. earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

' _ * 

! . 1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 October 2005 . 

i 2b)\3 This action Is final. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

J 3)n Smce, this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
I " ' closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11 . 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition df Claims 

1 4)1^ Clatm(s) 1-26 is/are pending in the application. 

' 4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

i 5)n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

j 6)S .Claim(s) 1^ is/are rejected. 
[' 7)^ Clainni(s) 26 is/are objected to. 

*. 8)n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

! ' 9)0 The 'specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

. ' 1P)[3 The drawing(s) filed on 05 October 2005 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Appiicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
i: . Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
: 11 )□ The bath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

I^riority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

I 12)n Ackhdwiedgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
• a)nAjl b)n Some * c)n None of: 

1.0 . Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

; 2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q ' Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
, application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See^the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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I DETAILED ACTION 

:i 

. I This is tlie first Office Action for application number 10/552,174, Longitudinal 
Guiding Element for Motor Vehicle Seat, filed on 1 0/5/05. Claims 1-26 are pending. 

I 

I . 

Information Disclosure Statement 

i ■ 

j The information disclosure statement submitted on 4/17/06 is in compliance with 

'.it: 

the. pirovisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement has 

been; considered by the examiner. 

. I , 

i 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

• The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

I The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 

5 making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 

I art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 

; set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

; Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 

I • ( : 

with trie enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one sl^illed in the art to which it 
pertairis, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
, i Claim 1 1 recites that the guiding slide is along a "vertical axis, perpendicular to 

1 ;. 

the seat longitudinal direction" and the drawings the specification teach that the guiding 
slide lis horizontal. 

; I ' . 

I 

i 

' : ! ■ 

i 

■ -! :• 

i ' . I 

I 
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1 The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

i The specification sliati conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
. claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

: Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 

for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 

I 

! 

regdr<j;s as the invention. 

1 Claim 1 1 recites that the guiding slide is along a "vertical axis, perpendicular to 
the seat longitudinal direction" and it is unclear as to how this is possible when claim 12 
clearly states that the guiding pin is supported in a horizontal direction. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

: The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form ;the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
I A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

, (b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
; use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
, .states. 

Claims 1-16, 18-21 and 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by United States Publication Patent No. 2003/0218369 to Akaike et al. 

. i The Publication to Akaike et al. discloses a longitudinal guiding element for a 
motohyehicle seat with two guide elements (40, 68) extended in a longitudinal direction 
and a guiding device (24, 44) by which one guide element is displaced in the seat 

i • . 

longitudinal direction relative to the other guide element wherein the guiding device 

j , 

comprises two sliding guides (24, 44) mounted one behind the other in the seat 

1 
I 

lonigittlidinal direction and each have a guiding slide and a guiding pin (34, 54) guided in 
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the guiding slide, wherein a first sliding guide of the two sliding guides is formed by a 
guiding slide provided on the one rail and a guiding pin provided on the other rail and 
that a second sliding guide is formed by a guiding pin provided on the one rail and a 

i 

guiding slide provided on the other rail, wherein the two guide elements (40, 68) are 
displaceable relative to each other in the seat longitudinal direction between a first end 

position and a second end position and wherein the first guiding slide and the second 

i . 

guidjng slide each extend between a front stop (See Drawing Below) in the rail 
longitudinal direction and a rear stop in the rail longitudinal direction wherein the stops 
restrict movement of the guiding pins in the guiding slides. 




i 
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t 

' The publication to Aloike et al. teaches wherein in one end position of the two 
guide elements the guiding pin of a front sliding guide in the rail seat longitudinal 
direction bears against the front stop of the guiding slide and the guiding pin of a rear 
sliding guide in the seat longitudinal direction bears against the rear stop of the guiding 
slid^ and wherein In the other end position of the two guide elements the guiding pin of 
the front sliding guide in the seat longitudinal direction bears against the rear stop of the 
guiding slide and the guiding pin of the rear sliding guide in the seat longitudinal 
direction bears against the front stop of the guiding slide, wherein the one end position 
of the guide elements conresponds to a useful position of the seat in which this is 
provided for use by a vehicle passenger, and that the other end position of the guide 
elements corresponds to a displaced position of the seat in which this is not provided to 
receive a vehicle occupant, wherein one guide element is provided to receive an 
upholstery carrier of a motor vehicle seat and the other guide element is provided for 
fixing| on a structural assembly fixed on a floor of the motor vehicle, wherein the two 

j . 

guide elements are mounted side by side horizontally across the seat longitudinal 

i 

directipn and form an inner guide element_and an outer guide element, wherein the two 
guide elements are arranged as a pair on each of the two longitudinal sides of a motor 
vehicle seat. 

I The publication to Akaike et al. teaches wherein a locking device (teeth 54a) is 
prdvijled for locking the guiding.device in at least one seat longitudinal position and 
wherein each guiding pin is supported in an associated guiding slide along a vertical or 
horizontal axis transverse direction perpendicular to the seat longitudinal direction, 

i . 
i [ 
t 
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wherein in each guiding slide there is a slider (29) having a support face in a vertical 
direction, the support face for supporting at least one of the an associated guiding pin 
and the other guide element, wherein the support faces enable a support in two 
oppoisitely aligned directions along the vertical axis and a support in two oppositely 
aligned directions along the horizontal axis perpendicular to the seat longitudinal 
direction and wherein, each slider extends with at least one part of a slide region 
in the seat longitudinal direction only over a part of an extension of an associated 
guiding slide and wherein the two guide elements are displaceable relative to each 
other in the seat longitudinal direction between a first end position and a second end 
position and wherein in an end position of the first and second end positions serving as 
the useful position of the two guide elements the pins are not supported on the 
associated sliders along the vertical axis, wherein each guiding slide tapers in an end 
section which is free of slide regions of an associated slider in order to provide a 
continuous smooth transition between the slide regions and the end section of the 
guiding slide and a foldable backrest (2) in a direction of the seat undertrame and 

, i" 

wherein the locking device is only unlockable when the backrest is folded forward. 

I 

I Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

; The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

: (a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
; forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
! !the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 



I 
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, invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
: ; ! Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 17 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over United States Patent Publication No. 2003/0218369 to Akaike et al. as applied to 

i 

claims 1 and 14-16 above, and in view of United States Patent No. 6557809 to Downey. 

I 

: iiAkaike et al. does not specifically teach that the material the sliders are made of 
is plastic or metal. 

: Downey teaches a seat track assembly wherein the sliders are made of plastic 

i 

(See Col. 7 line 14 for material), used for its resilient and strength properties and any 

suitable such as metal is well known in the art at the time of the invention. Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art from the teachings of 
Dowrjiey. to have made the device of plastic or metal in order to have a suitable material 
for the device. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

[ . 

* Claim 26 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would.be allowable if rewritten in Independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

i 

' Conclusion 

' The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

: The following documents show various seat adjusters 



I 

i' 
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i 2005/01 16522 to Holdampf 



Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Amy J. Sterling at 

i :• 

telephone number 571-272-6823. The examiner can normally be reached (Mon-Frl 
8am-5:00pm). The fax machine number for the Technology center is 571-273-8300 
(fomnaj amendments), informal amendments or communications 571-273-6823. Any 
inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed 
to the Technology Center receptionist at 571-272-3600. 
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8/22/07 PRIMARY EXAMtNER 
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